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We are pleased to announce that the 5th International Conference on Men and Equal Opportunities
(ICMEO) will take place in Tallinn on 3-4 September 2020.
 
Despite the continuous efforts, achieving real gender equality is still an unmet challenge all over
the world and in many areas of life. To achieve full gender equality, there is a critical need for
active contribution by both women and men.
 
While the importance of men’s and boys’ active participation and responsibility as actors of change
for gender equality and their role as co-beneficiaries of gender equality policies is widely
acknowledged in principle, this general awareness is not very often backed up by long-term
commitment and initiatives. Organisation of the 5th ICMEO is inspired by an ambition to give
further impetus for taking decisive steps towards achieving gender equality and for developing
such commitment and action.
 
At the conference we will seek to provide a space for continuing and furthering discussions and
learning from each other’s experience on topics ranging from caring to toxic masculinities. In this
framework, we are addressing issues such as men’s responsibility to care for oneself, care for
others and care for well-being and sustainability of societies, including for promoting gender
equality. Both challenges and good and promising practices covering these topics will be
discussed in a panel and workshop format, involving a wide range of stakeholders, among them
decision-makers, policy-makers, researchers and activists.
 
The 5th ICMEO is organised by the Estonian Ministry of Social Affairs, in co-operation with the
Nordic Council of Ministers,  European Institute for Gender Equality and other partners. It is a
follow-up from the previous conferences held in Germany (2012), Austria (2014), Luxembourg
(2016) and Sweden (2018). The general aim of this series of conferences is to address both the
issues of involving more men in promoting gender equality and of gender-specific challenges men
face, including due to restrictive gender norms.
 
We kindly ask you to forward this information also to others who might be interested in
participating in the Tallinn conference. 
 
The official invitation letter, as well as the agenda and practical information note will follow at a
later date. We look forward to welcoming you at the conference!
 
Yours faithfully,
The Conference Team
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Kelly Otsman

kelly.otsman@sm.ee
+372 6269238


